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“ I have described how the logical character of sentences whose use to make statements presupposes the exis-
tence of something referred to by their grammatical subjects can go unnoticed bscause ( or partly because) of
the operation of the bogus trichotomy ‘ true, false , or meaningless’ ; and how this error operates in the

realm of general statements. As the last paragraph suggests, this error does not operate in that realm alone ;
but by invading that of singular statements as well, tends to limit still further the class of referring
expressions or logical subjects . A classical illustration of this is provided by Russe!l's ' Theory of Definite
Descriptions’. 'P. F. Strawson, Introduction to Logical Th2ory , pp. 184—185, 1352

Russell, ibid. pp. 168—169
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The first phase of Russell Russell’s realism with respect to universals could Le appropriately called a Platonic
realism. The logical phase of this realism can best be seen in the Principles of Mathematics, in which

Russell regards classes ,numbers , and logical constants as real . « - « In this same book, however,

Russe!l had already followed Peano in developing a logic of relations and a definition of number in terms

of classes . Russell says that Peano taught him two things , the distinction betwren a proposition and pro-
positional function , and the distinction between a class of one member and that member. Although these

ideas were on their way to their full development in Principia Mathematica in which they would allow Russell



to dispense with numbers and classes as entities, as this time only propositional functions were regarded as
expressions , while numbers and classes were still regarded as real. Elizabeth Ramsden Eames, "Bertrand

Russell’s Theory of knowledge” , 1969, p.173
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