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The View of God by Plato and Aristotle:
Does God Care For Man ?

Akira MIKAMI

Does ‘god’ care for men? Plato’s the Laws X and Aristotle’s Metaphysics A indicate
a certain amount of answer to this question. The purpose of this paper is to examine
critically the views of Plato and Aristolte concerning divine providence as are seen in
these portions.

1 Plato's the Laws X

Plato intends to prove the proposition that god cares for men by the following three
arguments:

I the demonstration that gods exist (893B-899D)

2 the demonstration that gods care for men (900B-903A)

3 the story in order to pursuade that gods care for men (903B-905D)

1 The argument that gods exist (893B-899D)
This argument is based on the following two suppositions:
(1) the supposition that the soul originally exists (893C-897B)
(2) the supposition that the soul is god.
Plato tries to prove (1) by using an argument of ‘movement’ (xivyoic). Scholars have
different opinions about the validity of the argument. By and large the argument



seems to be unsuccessful. Accordingly (1) is not established.
This comes to mean that (2) is based on an unestablished supposition. Besides, (2)
involves further three suppositions yet to prove. They are as follows:
1) that there exist two kinds of soul (896E)
2) that the good soul is god (899B)
3) that there exists the best, omniscient, and omnipotent god.

1) raises three difficulties, that is, A) an assumption of ‘evil soul’, B) an assumption
of ‘soul with intellect’, C) the problem of how the soul moves the universe. A) is
inconsistent with Plato’s overall view which sees a close connection between the soul
and rationality. B) is based on the view that the movement of the soul is similar to that
of the vow¢ in that it is a revolving movement. But this does not lead to the conclusion
that the soul with revolving movement has necessarily an intellect. C) is not given any
substantial solution.

2) is based on the unproven assumption that the good soul has ethical merits, which
is a leap in argument. It is questionable whether the yrux# as the cause of movement
is an object of worship which can be called ‘god’.

Judging from above, the demonstration of the existence of god seems to be unsuc-
cessful. It is a groundless claim to insist that gods have such epithets as ‘best’,
‘omniscient’, and ‘omnipotent’, since the existence of gods in itself is uncertain.

2 The demonstration that gods care for men (900B-903A)

This argument has three important problems to deal with, that is, (1) the problem
that it is an argument based on an unestablished presupposition, (2) the problem of the
relation between god of the Laws and that of Timaeus, (3) the problem of the nature of
Plato’s god.

(1) This is an ‘ontological’ demonstration whose presupposition has not yet been
established as was shown above.

(2) Timaeus has three candidates for the best soul of the Laws, that is, the good (7o
&, 68E), the Demiurge (Snucovpyde, 28A, 29A), and the soul of the universe. Plato’s
approach to the problem of god seems to be neither dogmatic nor conclusive.

(3) Is Plato’s god ‘the god' of natural philosophy or ‘gods’ of traditional religion?
Plato seems to have tried to connect gods of mythology with the god of theology, which
was a demand on him, for he was a citizen of an concrete city-state who lived in a
reality of history.

3 The story in order to pursuade that gods care for men (903B-905D)
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Taken alone, philosophical arguments are not enough to pursuade a youth who
doubts the justice of god. Plato tells him a story which charms his emotions as well
as intellect. This story involves the issues of (1) which Plato prefers, the singular god
or the plural gods, (2) how he understands the problem of ‘evil’.

(1) Plato wavers between plural ‘gods’ and the singular ‘god’. This is taken to signify
that for Plato theology was obliged to cooperate with religion because of practical
needs.

(2} Plato answers the problem of ‘theodicy’ from perspectives of 1) teleological view
of the universe (303B-D) and 2) a corrected retribution theory (903D-905D).

1) On the basis of his teleological assurance Plato insists that evil is ‘an appearance’,
that is, non-existent insofar as it applies only to part, not to the whole (904B) , and that
it contributes to the perfection of the whole (905B-C).

2) Plato adopts the opus operandi that man reaps the seed that he has sown, instead
of an idea of punishment inflicted upon directly by god.

IT Aristotle’s Metaphysics

Does Aristotle’s god care for men?

1 This question presupposes an idea of personal god and is susceptible to criticism.
But Aristotle’s philosophy is not necessarily opposed to popular religion. The issue of
god’s providence is appropriate to him, too.

2 Aristotle’s god is ‘the unmovable mover’ (zd &xivnrov xivovw).

(1) This view of god overcomes the difficulty of endless regress in an attempt to
search the ultimate cause and warrants its status as prime mover and ultimate cause
of all movements.

(2) The prime mover is a ‘complete reality’ (dvredéyxeia)

(3) The prime mover causes movement as teleological cause, that is, as the object of
desire, thought, and love.

(4) The prime mover is ‘the god’ (6 fedg). It is ‘living’. Aristotle’s supreme existence,
too, can be spoken in terms of natural philosophy as well as theology.

(5) The activity of god is ‘thinking’ (véneie, ch.7. 1072b13 ff.). The object of his
thinking is himself (vonors vofgews). This must not be taken to mean that god does
not care for men. The vovs here seems to mean ‘insight’.

(6) Hotv far does the direct working of god as teleological cause reach? Aristotle
seems to imply that the prime mover as teleological cause effects its direct influence
not only upon the supreme heaven but also upon sublunary world. The prime mover,
being a metaphysical magnet, works upon all natural potentialities and lead them to
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their actualization and the acceptance of their forms.

Yet this view of god does not guarantee the identification of the prime mover with
the Demiurge. The Platonic creator who cares for men and rules the universe as King
is foreign to the Aristotelian prime mover.

3 What does Aristotle tell about the problem of evil? He seems to have no concern
to the problem of theodicy as far as the Metaphysics A is concerned. Aristotle’s god
cannot think of ‘the worst thing’ (o xeipeorov, ch. 7. 1074b31-2).

To conclude, Plato’s god cares for men. He brings the victory of good and the defeat
of evil to fulfillment throughout all eternity and the whole universe. Aristotle’s god
also cares for men in his own manner. He is living and working as ‘purpose and end’
(r&€dog) which is immanent in the whole heavens and the whole nature, and is being
yearned after by the whole nature including human beings. The arguments of Plato
and Aristotle on divine providence are not free from criticism. They leave many
problems to be tackled on. But they undeniably occupy an significant place as
preliminaries for strenuos studies on the part of future generations.
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REIRERCBOLTLEROEREL - TWB LERS, REFEREET 2 HOMBEET
350: L THEbR AR, HFEBHNZBEFEL WD, I TR“FC" ICHERT 2 "H
B OB WTER TAI W, N FH—iCBWw T IIER R FRAEEORBNZET
KA TH-T, KEMNCHEETREMECEDY, \BoEEER LRENCE—TH 2, #
BIREEORANZHFEDCH L LTOER, HANGFEORTEE LT, BREHES
5, $-EREOREDI btk FHESROMRIESEEL TS LERS (vgl SZ
147), BEEBRCEOTOAEERTRETH 2 (KM. 218), BEERIIREN I B CHEF
DFER L >Twb, HADS bW oW TOEL 04, ZOBHCHERBOEE L L
TOHAREL 22, ACERIIBL OFETEEEMER L, B2 OFET 5 Lvwd AR
BN VRERICBIATABECBTORNEMRT 5, BRIAROERCERN
A ETEENL LTERIAT, H2viFor5 BEEcEB iy, L 56
EBRWTEBOTHY, BNANTH 2, BEER¥EP TSN B THILTS <
DZERFEATVS, BEERREENLLOKBES RIS b—HTAREMRA L s
Tw3, AMEFEHEIAHLTHIPNTHBD, HCERNLRBSEL I LVAEETH 5,
ZOBHETUNA FH—OBRBRIF U LEHCERC L TEREE2 b TR EEZ SR
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LIATTHIE Ko THBCMhTE 2, "TEESOREER, FnElE, —M0
FEETHRVI(SZ.6)DTHY, "HEL I, GHEELHEESE L LTEET 5 b0, (ibid)



Thd, GFHELEFEATRREVOD I, FEELEEEL L TH5LD2DTHD L
Ehi, HLBHRTREER GEETHOLOHIAMEL VWS, 50T, FEIIHE
HLooBhbbDEbwbhd, ZLUT, FHER, EEZCSLTHRMICEEsh 2
T, FRELFEEOEZER (FERVER) 2B LI00 A 75— OEEHHFRE
TH5,

EZAT "B EFAM wBnuTiE, B (F8) JricBLTROLS ks n
Twa, "ML L, EEORICEDIENTES LWL J L 2EHT 2, HAHEEE
1% OFRAME (Offenbarkeit) ThH 5, HIB L REFNICH > T, EEZXOBHBEEON IO
CEBTERLVIZETHY, ZRIEIHABZEMNTEBZLTHS, - (TE) &
DL, BOIZLENTEDLEWI ZLE#EWKT 50 (EM. 23f), "HEOBHEI/- Ly
W, o (FU) RLLTLEotizhi, b3PE3LEDRLENMAE>TWD L
EZ505 W, FHTRAEL, EAVCOLFEUEbRThERSRWI E2EELZFL
T3 LAERCETOT, b T ATE I LN TEZ ZLicATrE A
BTW2EDABHN20HEDTHS, (EM. 24), HSEOWEE L HE D THIC20 T DM
BbbizLi-bOREE 50, COEFICEWTNA FH— T EEMICHBE2TET 3
LFTOEBII 2B THNTWwE L3 ThE, SI08S% "MRUOEBICDWT, »EH
L2o2#Ez 2461, AERREER, HFET2LOOHEEE, #ERICOVWTL{H50
BRFELLIH-> TR ESL, BEMSBEICE-TIF, BETA2LO8FEETILOELT
o 2rEEMATRRENI Z2HOTHE, FOILRE, FEMAZED Y ELORTIC
T CUFERNZRCCREES LR TV A LENH L L EERLTWE, &2
AT, FBOFERICBWTIE, "85 2 LT X5 (lernen kdnnen) ; £ W3 EAHIA 7Y
v 2B THEBHEINTERENTWSYS, "85 2L (Wissen), 234 FH—ICHoTiHHE X
WIBSIENTELIL, ZFDVDES>TwdrE LIS, HiXh->TIX "4
(Wissen) #ff2, L W3 LR TEI LM TELEI L, 2B%HLTWLWEOTHYD, 4
ATEICEDNTEDZLSNSERLICTHILEEE TS, FORDICBWLT,
ATH—WE->THISZ ERFERI LOHIHE, FREBEBTETVWEIL, FRILDOER
Kb DELTIRAGATVL ERMT I L5 TE 3,

BRI s RS> 2L, LEUELTWS, T83 (2323 ZrnNTEZELS L
i, M3 CLHTESLZLERHEMRET S, MO LW, AIKHBELELLICHEZLEE
3 Z & (Wissen-wollen), BElbEEFEORBHORAICIIOIENTES I EAORE (Ent
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2, BROMBICE->T, X2HEFEON TR, FOLEKHEILZIER NS, Lk
LEHRSSHORKIC L > TRETFE%RS 222 2L EUBEETH S, ZhiTROBEM
B ERLTHD, FLTHOLORZE>TRREIEONLZLEZHT HOTHD,
PRIObDERBEAKBLILTIRVEWS ZE, TDL>HIETHS, ARSHL
FLIEFRBEEREPEC SR LEDBII LI E ST, HALDERICFHA$2LELT
Vw3, BEOLZIA, ARBIS LML > THRED I LOEFHCEETZVHOPT:
EHIGRERLO~N, HLPZDTH S, (WD. 2), A TH—ZBLTIXRKIZ "HE
LRy TubhTwEE (Sorge: L) LEFILTEIZSNZNELDOTHS, TF
LRy Tit, BEEOFEENEERE LTHESN, ABFEIFEEXHERBELDD,
BONBEOEE~DOEEORICHS, LrbEEICE, ERAFELTWAHOAL~D
&iE\ (Firsorge) EH~OSE (Besorgen) 235 %, BREABOZEUVELERICE>
TEELREERAZE>Tws, ThifthHE oL TREFWTAL L TABER LEE~D
TR L% 5, TARDSHEEME~ L Bd, TFAEL D 5 b DS L3 (1 ABOTER)
2, BEOMAETH S, (vgl SZ.199),
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A FH—I, TEELIA» KELTROL I BERTWS, "HE, Hi1sI Ll
ERZLIDLLoLELL, ARZIOIERE{H- TS, LELABRZOZILED
ShiZERLEY, BERKIDIEXERT LI LEELOIES S, B, EH
BOKELBHEIEL, TLTEAL2LOTHHBLTEORIFAEESRWLHLST
v, H2AZEMNEELHS (lernenlassen) Z E#EHRT A2, WA HI X
HERIEIDLIDELVWOTHS, 209 AFROKMIFZELD L LiciEreR
Vv, Fhwi, AS, FERTEOOH ETHERIZTIDEROAF 2V OO £ IZHEHE
FTE5RY, BFEOTWIRLIELEE, ABEOS L TRERMLEEZ Y, LuIHIREL
s, B, BERREVWEID LRI LRELLFERTRERERwENS 2L,
HILEE LA E, CBWTUEAREBOEREALTVS, EMERTEELIDD
& 0 #HHETTRE (belehrbarer) TH 2 Z LB TERIFhiFk s Lw, HAE, FU22H5%
ENHEFOBEHICOWTHELTWwE LD b, B0V UL LIAEOFRICOVLTHEGBL
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PINCEBOLDEBETZ 22D (¥ (Fhd) b2 AR, B> 0B,
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Bz, EXEEORAEBAKCRZ2S L7245, Bt vbiMADOS & DN
Hiz, 27:20hciBo T8 EAL, (1) 20XB0EKIN-BEE2H 57T,
AMDEDRZ EALEUARZ LI BHAANL, 2THOE2/IGELD L, HAADID
BEEMED S 2 2N FHERES TV, 23 LEHR~OBEENEho -5, FH
HETEL, 280 Ll tORENELLEETHS, 2ITCOHBRZOL S, ¥
WHERIC > THES NS, - (PBR) REMAORFLLHL, B2 Lok,
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WIZZDESI BRI L 2BMABAD, TIwwsd (dasein) Evd Z ki, HELTWS,
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5, COXREHNZLOOBRACIELT, @FEL»IHPoTL 28EKGU T, M GES)
TAILE, ThELbRERIEOLEHR, B2 (WD.49) Ews ZeThHoT, %
DF|A»S, BBV EL>THERZ LR, o T aBHReABMOE:, MGt
BIENTELDE S, IEMAEAOEEORETHS., LALEDOI EERREVE
HESELZLMTESHIBABAH) BEFIRBEEbEL LV I LILK>TW S (K
HENDB). o THEZBAR, REOSHAREAOHEGEONICET 5 0E0 I L TRE
T5204%0F, RBVWEHLTHHIZLWIATELFETEILWIET, KEELY
BT A5LRBTILnTES,

3. "7 br0EEBR ICBIT5, BAORE L TO Paideia

NAFH—B, 7D TRAORE, 3, %4 74 70FHE, Biciiaodsgs
BEAMICRT I LT 5 LA TwD, #1LT, FhidfEF, "EB ORE: &M%
LTLB3DTHD, B, "Mk L EEE, —D>ORENLFEEH—DOAEET L0
A, (PW.218) w3 Z eI 5D THE. 2T, " TH—, HRFV &
TORH, 6T Vv—747 (adpdae) [FEEEM  Bhis] L L TORBHEEOR
BEELOBRT, MEDH2EIERFORBENBELRI LI LIEWwE 3,
TRAMORR, W IPEED ONEIR, BBELZATES, AROPTHONTER(E)
OMRERTHIZEASY, BRENWTHBONTOHLANERL, KBEOX, E017
7 ATFT7DATT) #RBBTHCEIRTERLTWILEMI LB TEELEDN
3, FITRDESIICBRBNTVE, TELI DR, FOHRIEREEYE-THD,
AR O & SRIc 813 5 ABOEL OBE L REBC DL THEFRET 20TRRVLH,S
ThH5, WEShTWIERARLLL, AR»SHE (KEB) OXDOTAETIT BT
THY, TLTHUAR (KB) oXrolABObhARSs TIT{BITTH B, (PW
2156), TERCHET TS, RABFEEL RS h T, 2 L TZ N LFEFICES B0 S s
habwi§ER%, BHLTATIELYL, (PW.207). 2257, "TAEOHE, CRah
2, RSN NASEBONBIZEELE TH3HEA, #onTw5 A% O
D TR TITE, ThoDALZBE~NLHBREE2ED THEE» K-> T3,
FLTRDE D Cih~shTwa, "FEEEA 32 D (Unverborgene) & Z DIEFEE%
BT, AMOBEERICETZOHEBHRENTEEDETOIETHELILON, 20
MELATISNTWS, (PW. 219), T/245, THiMg, 805 HEMD & Bl O~ O
T (b H) OHKE*MEL, TId»6, £HRELTEFIOHESEY, FEORE
AT OEESIH (Auf-und Abstufung) B WT, MO OHERE 3 BIERD— KA~k
Kirahsd, (PW. 219), £25T, ZOFETMY EFonT03ERD7LV—FT47
ELTORBEWER, BHIEFEEEIC VLTI, TFEEEL S L O, BEEE (Verborgen-
heit) 225 b ElS N ThiEZ o v, B> SHIBER TRV Thid R sk
vy (PW. 223) ko Tws, B, TAHBAENCEEE» sBLRsA O%
Bkt 5, EB -7 0FEER (Entbergung) OHAFIcBWTHEMBLI L TH D,
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(PW. 223) L&3hTw3, TLTCHUEREIATCRL LS, RKOEHREBTOMELE

ZALE, BUEERLOLLES, "HlshiER, SPZ0fohTuwsEELL, »
N ES>TOHERLZL OS5 ZHL T, RLHEEEL 2 4O (das Unverborgen-
ste) DFENIC (BNLT) X EFa~xThHs, (PW.222), 2ZTHAAFH—iE, 2D
Trv—74A7 L LTORBMERZ2, #EH 2 IME0E b s ¢ THRENICESR
Liz, 26030 TH5,

EZAT, A\HEFEOTEELS ERAHI LIRS SEAL LI EBIICEWTIL, i
BrffanBEEESLD, —D—o 2B 2B sBhe28n T3, AbEnALE
EMFETHLEvbS, "THAE»SHE (KB OXOTAHTITLBITEA8 (KB @
KA STARBDOPAR - TITS BT (DD H) i, BearolsniRE~DERHL
RE»SEEPHAD, TAZPNEHOBELESLELT S, WOLFOE, FhbFNFRE
ExtoEfirs HoBRLEEohz, (PW. 216), 2O L BROZL2E®RTEEEN
5, TARE, BEAEG TR TORLEAL ST, FET 2 LONEFAESEHICE
DERBEFICRT EZDANEEL D 585, FOBCHEEELL:D FOREANR L DICEL
T, LasTAl, AMiIL, 2LEENZABROESELSESIEL T, HED
REHOBMERONCHLIEANT, ZZTEAOLOIL TF R L D2 RENY
ZLbOLELTERETBZEVIZENLLLTEREVRTWLS ) (PW. 216), #LTUTE
DEFE2WLO0OEWEIE, 20 77 b OEEH KBU2EEFLRBEOBELSD
MEEZC L > THRLERDEATH S, "HIRS, HEWLREICH L TTHN, BRHIC
SLTTHA, FTO-L D EFLTAMMICBEGL R hiEEswE S, b xl,
BEABMOLELUTE LTHEHFICAL -S40 BWT, FRABHEINATLAEET
26 DOEEORA~NLBREThIERS YL, FOL > RfEhE €22 LIELREL, T8
BREESIGLIBIC AL EiZ, FAEZ20HLERFDOLEEIEL $/-E2
FANERDZIENTEL LI, TARTRER 2T, LBEEKIIBLTEFOBHOBES
AN EEEEZOND ENI I ERERT S, (PW. 216), #2T, ZOHBEH, 1
B2 LTHAICWw - b e TEShER o RuhEw i, FOEARBABTES 2L
Wb, ANEEEOAEDOREC B TETaRE (PW. 216) moThoH LEh 5,
DFED, NBITEACELEZDI LR, BELWEEZLALTELDTHY, ANEFEICE
S TEHE LIAOBERIE, BhA2ESELLOOBAICELTAKICTbh2bDTHS E
BfanTnwanThs,
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A~ AERELNEG L £ L TER 3 Z & (Un-und Eingewhnung des Menschenwesens)
B, T LUHRL FAT (radeia) LEZTIZLOOFETHS, (PW.217) 55,
HILAEThE, O FA 7w SERPBRSERLESETHL LS TWS,
ZFLTNATH=W, 77 OFRBRECKE>TADE, T4 7R, RE2F0EmA,
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Wesen) ~OFEMA, (PW.217) 2BHR T2 LLTWE, LZI5T, 41 TA 7k, 0k



SRR E LTEICT 285 79 3 7 (aradevoia) KERLTWEOTHY, FLTEAD
RRTHBEVILIRIELELR TS, 31 74 7 ZENHAEEIN, WAHBT (X
H Y H) (Ubergang) THY, FHU TN T2 7 (BHE) »o 4747 (HHE)
AD (BIT) ThH3. 2OBTLOIREICK ST, SMMTFATREBAT T AT 7
wHE S s Twa, (PW. 217),

EZBT, " TFH—IE, BORELENRLTHRLETREOOTHEH, A FAT L
W IEREME S ¥ 3 b0, KA VE®D Bildung (M, HE (HE), Bl ER)] T
HEELTWE, ZLTEHEIXROE S CRATWS, "1 B3W@mEF OB, ZTOSECE
OIR TR L AN 2RI S 0> TE 2, FLTIOSESIIHERBICBWTH
ZEEEENRTRIES S, Bildung BTEHO Z L 25 0HRT, WB3E—c RENE
BOBERIZBWTET S (Bilden) Z:Ths, 20 JElT 32> L LA,
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I FERLLTHNI L, (PW. 217). 22 TiNA FH R A B0 Ic20nT
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8y (formal) TH D, EIL (ZOEEOME Stoff IAEF Sz w) BHEERH 5 i
BaEETH Y, FEEMN (material) THH D, EIBMEEAE (k) ~r@Allshn3
LanTwb, £ 25T, Bildung £ ) SEiE, TOSHOERZ18HEECBLWTL
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Tholebdhd, TRL¥, ZOSEOBREEALTSTw Y rahtus,
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5, L2LZhBa L ROAREECHELEEAL T, LA —EORIC
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SEFELHY, BEEVIESE, —BHNREEEEA# TR EbLDbLASL, I2T, F
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ZidnEd, EHEN, BROZEREOIBELET LI LHSTEDS, EI5T, K17
H— DGR, 77 o OEER) OErICWwL OhDEESR (FHE-RXE, 1954
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EZATE, TP yHHET LN TATIZD0TAA FH—ZRO L 5 1c bk~
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LT OABOFERE (BE) »oROBEALELZLBVT, AMFEORERYLE
BB LRBTZENTEShbHEIRZ L, UAICAMNTH- b DDED HHER %
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bOLBEEEDI L TFLERL, TARI->THEETILOBHARSINL EEZZ L
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(RALKFEHE AR - BLATHIREET)

Summary

It seems to me that Heidegger examines how and where authentic learning
originates. He describes the prerequisites and the archetype of learning. In connection
with learning, he also discusses forgetting, attentive listening, interest, and silence.
When we learn, it means that we respond to the call of that which beckons to be
learned and considered, or that we adapt our conduct to what is communicated to us
in conformity with essential concepts. Now, the understanding of Being will play an
important part in the formation of individuals. To know means to be able to learn and



to be able to stand in the manifestation (Offenbarkeit) of beings. Heidegger also
analyzes learning in relation of thinking. He states that what we (human beings,
persons, pupils) learn is to think.

According to Heidegger, teaching is more difficult than learning because what
teaching calls for is this: to let learn. In fact, the teacher offers an opportunity to learn
nothing except learning itself. Heidegger does not take into consideration the function
and authoritative influence of a teacher on the pupils entrusted to his care. I believe
Heidegger considers the theory of educational conduct from a transcendental view-
point. Care (Sorge) is significant for the learning and growth of persons. In the shape
of the teacher’s educational conduct, care supports the formation and growth of
persons.

Now, Plato’s metaphor of the cave is one illustration of the process of paideia
(education). Plato describes paideia as a guiding process that leads to a turning around
of the entire person in his or her essence. Paideia means a turning around of the entire
soul, or an inner transformation of the soul. The process of education (molding) is
gradually and constantly carried out by means of habituation. Faideia also means that
the essence of a human being adjusts itself to its assigned field. Paideia is understood
as the transformation and transition of sight or outlook. Each transition requires a
habituation to the light of a new situation. Aletheia (truth) is understood as disclosure.
Faideia and aletheia are related. The essence of education is grounded in the essence
of truth. I believe that Heidegger’s notion of molding (education) is formal discipline.
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